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November 18, 2025

Montour County Commissioners
Montour County Administration Center
435 East Front Street

Danville, PA 17821

Dear Commissioners Dressler, Finn and Lynn,

In our association’s efforts to sift through the lack of hard information surrounding the rezoning
request in Montour County and attempt to help people avoid numerous landmines of rumors
and half-truths, we find a need to request some clarification so that everyone is on the same

page.

Specifically, there is some question concerning the Dec. 17 hearing article printed in the Nov. 1,
2025, Press Enterprise (Page 3 — screenshot included below) and subsequent letter sent by
Keith Rine to local landowners outlining the process for this hearing.

These sort of gathermgs are supposed to be governed under the | Vunicig e
_ e (MPC), which, as you already know, have very specuﬁc deﬂmtlons for meetlngs
VS. hearmgs

What the public is supposed to do in order to have a voice at these sort of gatherings differs
quite a bit and how these events are run can also be very different. There is concern that some
of the ambiguity in the definitions could lead to opportunities for people to miss out on having
a voice that is properly represented at this hearing.

Consider some of the general differences outlined in this graphic from PennFuture’s online
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The MPC was created specifically so that everyone impacted directly by a situation has an equal
voice — in this case, not only Talen Energy and the county leadership tasked with making this
tough decision, but also the people living near the potential project to come.

We are requesting that you, the county solicitor and other leaders help clarify how you define
the Dec. 17 gathering. Is it a public meeting? A quasi-judicial hearing? A full-fledged hearing?

With that definition, then, how do people from the public officially gain standing to share
comment, research and other potential exhibits. Are people allowed to gain party status and
what parameters are being used to define who is and isn’t allowed?

It is our understanding in talking with different legal groups that typical situations like this in
front of a Zoning Hearing Board would be classified as a quasi-judicial hearing and require
party-status to be able to present early in the hearing with relevant facts, research, etc. General
public comments can be offered later but limited in time (in many cases to something like three
minutes). However, there can be a process for requesting party status that may require a form
ahead of time, obviously attendance in person, etc.

Our concern in the article and letter especially surrounds the request for written comments
submitted prior to the hearing. There is no precedent in the MPC for such a process and,
therefore, no legal guarantee those voices will be included in public record for the hearing.

In addition, the MPC states that “The parties shall have the right to be represented by counsel
and shall be afforded the opportunity to respond and present evidence and argument and
cross-examine adverse witnesses on all relevant issues.”



Given that residents will be seeking party/objector status, we believe the public hearing is the
appropriate time to not only cross-examine Talen’s experts, but to also present the case-in-
chief as prescribed by the MPC. This is yet another reason why anyone should not be required
to prematurely submit written comments for “consideration,” as this would be a breach of due
process. Plus, what protections would be put in place to guarantee that Talen representatives
don’t get access to those arguments/comments in advance and have an unfair advantage in
preparing for this hearing?

Ultimately, the MPC later states: “The board or the hearing officer shall not communicate,
directly or indirectly, with any party or his representatives in connection with any issue involved
except upon notice and opportunity for all parties to participate, shall not take notice of any
communication, reports, staff memoranda, or other materials, except advice from their
solicitor, unless the parties are afforded an opportunity to contest the material so noticed and
shall not inspect the site or its surroundings after the commencement of hearings with any
party or his representative unless all parties are given an opportunity to be present.”

Ultimately, we all know that this situation is a lightning rod within the community and that the
upcoming hearing will likely be long and involved. Similar situations in other parts of the state
and beyond have run over into additional days of hearings to include all necessary voices and
information required. Cutting corners to keep things condensed would be great, especially
since this is all happening a week before Christmas, but we also want to make sure that any
valuable voices from the community aren’t casualties of convenience.

So, specifically, can you clarify the following publicly for us and others in the community:

1. How do you define the Dec. 17 gathering? Is it officially a public meeting, a hearing or some
variation in between? How does the definition line up with the MPC’s guidelines that help
ensure that the people most impacted don’t lose their voice?

2. How do people apply for party or objector status (if this is a hearing as defined under the
MPC)? Is there a form or a need to request this in advance or is this done in person at the
hearing?

3. If you are still going to allow/require pre-submitted written comments from neighboring
landowners, what legal assurances are there that they’ll be added to the public record for this
hearing and not discounted last-minute via some legal loophole? How can we be assured that
they’ll be kept confidential until the actual hearing?

4. What will the protocol be for the hearing if it goes beyond a certain timeline on Dec. 17 and if
it goes to another day, when would that potentially be? | know this is hard to predict, but for
those who need to ask off work to be present, those requests need to be made in advance.

Ultimately, we ask these questions because we just want everyone to be on the same page so
that there are no potential areas for unexpected issues. Having clarity and understanding is
helpful for everyone involved.



Along those lines, our association is requesting (if that is required) objector/party status for the
hearing in advance and would love to have any feedback on how to proceed with this request.
This is based on our work with the Montour Preserve and settlement agreement with Talen in
the area.

Thanks for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,

Jof Zaktansky
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association
CC:
<
Drew Mumich drew.mumich@pressenterprise.net
Anna Wiest awiest@dailyitem.com
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MONTOUR COUNTY ZONING

Dear _ . ,

‘This letter is your notification that a hearing will be held on an application by Talen
Energy for a change of zoning map. The application is for a change in zoning designation of a
number of parcels from agricultural to industrial. You are receiving this notice because property
youown is adjacent To one or more of the parcels that are being considered for a change in
Zoning,

The hearing will be held before the Board of Commissioners of Montowr County on
Wednesday, December 17, 2025, beginning at 9:30 am in the main conference room at the
Montour County Administration Center, 435 East Front Street, Danville, PA 17821, At that
hearing the applicant will make a presentation in support of its zoning map change application.
At that hearing comments will also be taken from members of the public in opposition to or in
support of the application. People may make written or oral comments.

If you wish to make written comment, you may send it to:

Attention: Montour County Commissioners
435 East Front Street
Danville, PA 17821

The rules for comments are as {ollows:

Comments must include your name; no anonymous comments

Please include your address; your township or borough would be helpful.
Comments must be relevant to the topic at issue.

No invective, profanity, or personal attacks,

& W R

The Commissioners reserve the right to disregard comments that do not follow these
rules. Written comments must be received by the Commissioners on or before Friday,
December 12, 2025,

Sincerely,

Keith Rine,
Montour County Zoning Officer

435 East Front Street, Danville, PA 17821
570-271-3021 krine@montourcounty.gov



